An assessment of risk associated with the photography of microbiological materials.
This study investigated risks associated with the photography of materials that are a potential source of infection, the extent to which medical illustrators are aware of these risks, the relevant government regulations and guidance, and whether recommended control measures are adopted. To seek information about current practice, a questionnaire was sent to randomly selected Medical Illustration Units across the United Kingdom. The data indicated that a significant proportion of medical illustrators routinely photograph materials that could be a source of infection, but that a high percentage know little about the specific regulations and guidance which govern the handling of such materials. Apparent deficiencies in safety procedures currently applied in photographing microbiological materials were identified; recommendations that address these problems at little or no cost are proposed.